
Appendix Four: Rolling Stock Programme 

 

Merseytravel have accepted the first three units and Stadler have secured 
authorisation from the ORR to put the new rolling stock into service.  Rolling stock 
manufacturing has continued with forty four of the new fleet having been 
completed.  Of the remaining nine, seven are to be converted to become the 
IPEMUs (battery powered) which will serve the Headbolt Lane to Liverpool Central 
service.  The design of the IPEMU is on track to be completed by the end of 2021 
with delivery to the U.K. and acceptance taking place between October 2022 and 
May 2023.  This will be the first application in the U.K. of this pioneering technology 
which enables operation beyond the 3rd rail infrastructure and delivers significant 
energy savings.  This technology paves the way for significant expansion of the 
Merseyrail network.  
  
Infrastructure upgrades have continued with Network Rail.  The Power Supply 
Upgrade is scheduled for completion by the end of 2021.  This project has been 
challenging commercially and there will be an ongoing analysis of the costs incurred 
by Network Rail and their contractors.  The works to accommodate the slightly longer 
Class 777 units when operating in eight car formation have an anticipated 
completion date of the end of 2022.  The scope of these works has been 
successfully challenged and a reduced overall cost has been developed over the last 
year. 
  
Construction activity at Kirkdale depot is complete and the works to install a new 
washplant at Birkenhead North have commenced on site with completion due in 
March 2022. 
  
The installation of the infrastructure to support network wide wireless connectivity 
(TCIS) is progressing and initial basic system testing has been successfully 
demonstrated.  This system is to be completed in advance of passenger services on 
a route by route basis.  This is another pioneering U.K. first enabling functions such 
as the ability to view CCTV directly from moving trains from the control centre. 
 


